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Splash

in French Lick, Indiana

French Lick, Ind., has been known as the home-
town of Larry Bird, NBA Celtic’s Superstar. Well,
Jerrv Fuhs and wife Caroline (owners of Fuhs
Construction) are bringing the Big Splash Adven-
ture Indoor Water Park with a 156-room
hotel, five dining options, and a con-
ference center to French Lick and
making a Big “Green” Splash of
their own. The word “green”
not only refers to “Celtic
green” but also to “green”
as in “energy efficient.”
The opening of this $35
million project encompass-
ing 75 acres is scheduled for
Thanksgiving 2008, but is
already ahead of schedule,
according to Jerry Fuhs.

Background

Jerry Fuhs is a regional developer of
several properties in southern Indiana. The city
of French Lick has recently seen the transforma-
tion of two of its historic hotel/casino properties
from a century ago that has brought back the
tourist market to the whole area.

Sitting on a hilltop above the Beechwood Inn,
directly across from the French Lick Resort Casi-
no, Valley of the Springs Phase I will have 156
hotel rooms and suites and a 30,000-square-foot
(net) indoor waterpark, an outdoor pool and a
conference center. Just about every phase of the
project has already been expanded. Jerry happily
reports, “We have developed the site for up to 450
guest rooms. With these additions, we have
increased our capacity at the waterpark. The orig-

inal plan was for 900 to 950 (guests) a day...Daily
attendance could hit 1,400! What that means is we
will have outside passes [available for locals].”

And let’s not forget the customers from the

other two major hotels in French Lick: West
Baden Springs Hotel (246 rooms) and

French Lick Springs Hotel (443

rooms). For those trivia buffs,

West Baden has the largest

free span wooden dome

structure in the world.
- And French Lick will be
the site of the 2010 PGA

Professional ~ National

Championship.

Two of the Fuhs-owned
properties are now part of
the Valley of the Springs
Resort:
Wilstem Guest Ranch is now the
Ranch of the Valley of the Springs and
Beechwood Mansion is now the Mansion of Val-
ley of the Springs (elegant dining).

“Big Splash” will be the only indoor water
park in southern Indiana, the closest being the
Holiday Inn in Indianapolis. During construc-
tion, several underground caves were discovered
that had to be dug out and filled in. This was one
of the few contingencies that were not planned
for in the detailed budget, which has been on
course to the project’s near completion.

Going GreenSaves $Green

To learn all about “the largest green indoor
waterpark project to date” we interviewed Jeff
Nodorft, Studio Director of Counsilman-Hun-
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saker, the design, engineering firm that was the
lead on the project. Jeff has been involved with
more than 40 waterpark projects.

Jeff Nodorft: “Right
from the start, Valley of
the Springs Resort went
through an energy effi-
cient design process
with careful selection of
materials and vendors
worldwide. This
includes total energy
solutions, building sys-

worked on to date. The water park industry is

moving in that direction. Todd Nelson is working
towards ‘green” with his three Kalahari resorts.
Using less energy is not
only the right thing to
do for the environment
but it also saves money
in the long run.”

New
Technological

Features
A Retractable Roof

tems, and aquatic treat-
ment of water. Even the
Phase 2 and Phase 3
expansions have been
planned for both finan-
cial and energy savings. Guest safety and sustain-
able efficiency design are the two main goals.”
“This has been the most green project I have

Big Splash Adventure Indoor Waterpark is ahead of
schedule and will open in November 2008. Shown is the
retractable roof with translucent panel aluminum struc-

ture and polycarbonate glass. The roof is retractable
down the centerline with windows around the perimeter.

sits atop a clear panel
aluminum  structure,
designed by OpenAire
Inc. (Oakville, Ontario,
Canada), the building

architect and supplier. They are proud of their all-
clear construction polycarbonate glass and alu-
minum structure. Jerry Fuhs points out, “It’s all

Splash Indoor

Water Park Amenities

* Lazy Interactive River, 360 linear feet.
* Splash Pad SCS 550, 3,683-square-feet, multi-
i level play structure sprayground with tipping
bucket, water slides, and custom features
with pirate theme by Funtraptions.
e Activity Pool, water walk floatables, vortex
pool and basketball.

* 262-square-foot tropical hot tub whirlpool spa.

* Five on-site dining options.

¢ Conference Center.

* Treasure of the Lost River, costume characters
(pirate, crab, dolphin, and octopus) all partic-
ipate with guests in the search for the hidden
treasures.

(OpenAire Inc. and OpenAire America, Cedarburg, Wis., was the building architect and building structural
supplier. Slides were by Aqua Recreation/Miracle Recreation, Monett, Mo. Design and engineering was by
Counsilman-Hunsaker. Construction management was by Fuhs Construction, and pools were from Badger

Swimming Pools, Inc., Prairie Du Sac, Wis.)
(For more information on the companies mentioned in this article, circle 274 on card.)






